SUNDAY

Forgive us, O God, our sins and failings,
and free us from our insecurity.
Help us to hear your call to serve you in your world;

help us to see your finger pointing us to the needs of others;
and give us strength and wisdom ever to serve you with joy.
Amen.

Remembering:
Thomas Bray, founder
of SPG and SPCK

Saturday 156 February

by William Hepper

Thomas Bray, born 1658, studied
at Oxford University to MA
level before becoming a vicar in
Warwickshire. In 1696, however, the
Bishop of London appointed Bray
his commissioner in Maryland,
America, charged with reporting on
the state of the Church of England
there. In a visit lasting a mere ten
weeks, he reorganised the Church,
making provision for teaching
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children the faith and properly
vetting candidates for ministerial
positions. He also set up libraries
stocking theological books which he
acquired by seeking donations from
authors and money from wealthy
merchants.

He showed concern for Native
Americans who had been thrown
off their land, and for black slaves.
To further these ends he established
a missionary society — the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel
(SPG) - and an educational society,
the Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge, both of which continue
their work to this day. Bray finished
his working life as Vicar of St
Botolph’s, East London, where a
plaque commemorates his life. &
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by Gillian Cooper
Isaiah 58:1-9a

e come into Gods
Wpresence with  our

heads bowed. We are
aware that we should have done
better. We deny ourselves, hoping
the discipline will bring us closer
to God. We look inward, into our
souls, and know that we do not
deserve salvation. We feel the need
to spend much time and effort on
the practice of our religion, so as
to be certain we belong in God’s
family. We try hard to keep the rules
of our faith.

9 February 2014

4th Sunday before Lent
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But through Isaiah God speaks
to us: Don’t worry about all that,
God says. Your human fallibility is
one of the things I love most about
you. Stop concentrating on being
religious. All your religion is fine in
its place, so long as it doesn’t stop
you caring about the things that
matter, like the fact that hundreds
of my children will die today of
disease, war and famine that could
have been prevented. So don't use
religion to make you feel better.
Stop looking at yourselves. Put
people before rules. If you really
want to make things better, turn to
your neighbours, take their hands,
and go out and together make a
start on changing the world. I'll see
you out there. &

“ There are two kinds of people one can call

reasonable: those who serve God with all
their heart because they know him, and
those who seek him with all their heart

because they do not know him.

Blaise Pascal
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The Benefice of
St Andrew’s
Blackhall with
Hesleden and
St James’
Castle Eden

AND ST JAMES’ ...

A warm welcome to any visitors

to our services this morning
especially to 1932 ATC Squadron
Blackhall who are at St Andrew’s as
part of their ATC birthday
celebrations as they were formed on
the 15th Feb 1941.

Readings 4th Before Lent Year A
Isaiah 58:1-9

9th February 2014

1 Corinthians 2:1-12

Sunday - 4th before Lent

09.30 am Eucharist St Andrew’s
11.00am Eucharist St James’
Tuesday

10.00 am  Eucharist St Andrew'’s

Sunday - 3rd before Lent

10.00 am Baptism, Confirmation and
Eucharist St Andrew’s
HYMNS FOR TODAY

219 God is our strength
and refuge

303 | cannot tell

77 Blest are the pure in
heart

St Andrew’s
Airman’s Hymn (printed
on the sheet)

153 Eternal Father strong
to save

Response to the Psalm:

“Light Shines in the
darkness for the
upright”.

Matthew 5:13-20

Confirmation
On the 16th February at
10.00am there
will be a
Combined
Benefice
Eucharist,
Confirmation and baptism
service where the Bishop of
Jarrow—the Rt Revd Mark
Bryant will preside. Please
come and support the
candidates from St Andrew’s
and St James’ and keep them in
your prayers

PCC and AGM

The Annual General Meeting for St
Andrew’s will take place on Sunday
23rd March at 5pm followed be a
very short PCC meeting and then
said evensong at 6 pm. The AGM
date for St James’ will be notified
shortly. I would urge everyone to

WELCOME TO ST ANDREW'S really pray and discern their callings

at this time. Ron Stewart has
indicated that he would like to stand
down after 2 years sterling service
as PCC secretary to St Andrew’s so
we shall be looking for another
secretary. Also we have vacancies
in both churches for a
Churchwarden as at present Averil
(at St James”) and Harry Hardy (at
St Andrew’s) are holding office on
their own. Lists will be put out
shortly so that nominations can be
taken for PCC membership.

Lent Reading
The Revd Stephen Cherry has
written a book entitled Barefoot
Prayers which is a poem/meditation
a day for Lent and Easter. Should
anybody want a copy please put
your name on the list at the back of
church and we are in the process of
trying to organise informal meetings
every week in both Castle Eden and
Blackhall—more information to
follow...!

Air Training Corps Prayer
God our Father, who has brought us
together as members of the Air
Training Corps; help us to do our
duty at all times and to be loyal to
one another. May all that is good
and true flourish among us;
strengthen us to defend the right;
and bless our work that it may be
acceptable to you for Jesus Christ’s
sake . Amen

Where to find Prayers & readings

Weekday Eucharistic readings:

Next week: 16th February 2014
3rd Before Lent,
Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Mark 7:1-13 Johin 218
Rotas for next Sunday 16th Feb How to get in touch
St Andrew’s Vicar The Revd Alison Richardson
- TEL 0191 5864202
Reader From St James
Churchwardens
Intercessor | Alan Roxborough St Andrew’s Harry Hardy ~ TEL 01915866594
Offertory Linda Dott St James’ Averil Renton  TEL 01429836205
Chalice Harry Jordan Authorised Linda Dott ~ TEL: 01915181765
Pastoral Assistant
St Andrew'’s:
Treasurer Ian Goodrich ~ TEL: 01915866451
PCC Secretary Ron Stewart TEL: 01429837744
St James”:
- O EEE ¥ BN N mEE ¥ EEm W Treasurer Christine Riley
= PCC Secretary Dawn Carter ~ TEL: 01429837820

| Before the service—talk to God.
. During the service—listen to God. |
After the service —talk to others.

Notices: The Revd Alison Richardson
TEL 0191 5864202 Email arichardson2@btinternet.com
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